PARISH dEDGEROW SURVEY

Ine Plant-life organisation launchad it's Great Hedge Project
in 1993. Tne first stage of tnis project is to survey the
condition of the hedges along the bouadary of as many Parisnes
as possible. Many Parisn boundaries are very old indeed, and it
is noped tnat this approach will yield information on some of
tae oldest and most important nadges in tne country.

Ine survey highlighted the ricn variety of Parish nedges, and
tae rapid changes 1in woody plants along some nedgerows.
Surprisingly, some nedges in tn: Nortn East part of the Parisn
are still rich in Elm and in one or two places youny sioots are
being allowed to grow up into trees. The most common nedgerow
plants are ‘Hawthorn aad Blackthorn, but Holly, Asa, Field
faple, dazel, Oak, Willow and Elm are common wita Privet,
Sycamore, Bird Caerry and Elder in some places.

Carlton village bouadary was surveyed in September and was
found to be easily followed on tne yround. Altnough a large
numdper of nedges nave been removed in tnis area, less tnan 10%
of the Parisn boundary nas been affected. Tnis may be because
many of tae ditcaes along tne parisn boundary are fed by
springs waich rua for wmost of tae year. Toe condition of tae
nedges along tne Parisa bouadary ranges from relict tarougn
regularly clipped to grossly overgrown.

In otner parts of the couatry it has been found tnat tne nuumper
of woody species growing along a tnirty yard leagtn of a nedge
often gives a rougn idea of tne age of tne nedge in nundreds of
years. [ne nedge along tae waest side of Nailstone Road is oae
of tne vricnest 1in species witi one taicty yard section
containing Hawtnocrn, Blacktaocn, dolly, 0Oak, Asn, and Field
riaple wita elder and Dog Rose. The presence of six non invasive
native woody speciss suggasts taat tnis aedge could be 600
years old. Fuctner along, tns same aedge contains Jillow and
Hazel. Tne overgrown uedges aloang sBufton Lane and Barton Road
are also ricn in species, but include Sycamore which is a more
cecent invader. Tne overgrown aedges along tiae north side of
Congerstone Lane opposite Bank Farwm contains many diffecent
species, but may nave been a Victorian planting.
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